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Well, the dog days of summer are upon us. I decided to dust of the bass boat and go fishing. After working hard all winter, I needed a break. The problem was the motor had not been started in a year. To bass fish on a big lake without an operating motor was not an option. When I turned the ignition key, the motor would turn over but would not start, so naturally I though it had to be a fuel delivery problem or an ignition problem. I checked the spark plug and when it knocked me to my knees I realized that there was no spark problem. I then checked the oil and fuel levels and everything was normal. I pumped up the fuel line bulb and tried to start the motor again. Once again the motor would turn over but would not start. Then it occurred to me, that I did not turn the choke on while trying to start the motor. After thinking some really bad thoughts, I thought to myself, "if the choke had been on, the stupid thing would have started". I engaged the choke and the motor fired right up and ran like a top. That was it. The choke being engaged after a year of storage was needed to make the motor start. 

Once again, the Scientific Method worked and plays an important part of everything we do. Even the simplest things require us to recognize the need, define the problem, collect data, analyze the data, develop a hypothesis, test the hypothesis and select a final hypothesis. Happy Fishing.
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